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In the hard years of the war secret treaties had been
made to win allies. Italy had been promised great
sections of Anatolia. Greece had been promised Western
Thrace. Russia had been promised Constantinople.
Much of the Middle East had been portioned out be-
tween England and France by the Sykes-Picot agree-
ment. Promises had been made to the Arabs and
the Christian minorities. By the time that peace arrived
the objects of the war had changed. America, the new
ally, had no part or lot in all these secret agreements
that held her allies. But they were always in the back-
ground. They were confused by local and national
hatreds and ambitions. They were complicated by
the fact that many of them were contradictory, and by
the declaration that " self-determination" was to
decide the future.
The Italians had failed to get any support for their
policy of annexation of South-Western Anatolia. The
French and British would not stand by the promises
they had made to the Italians at St. Jean de Maurienne
in 1917, but they could not deny that they had made
them. Feeling that facts were better than arguments,
the Italians landed and set to work. Very rapidly,
with troops and schools and traders, they had established
themselves in the south of Anatolia and were rapidly
nearing Smyrna. The Greek delegation in Paris strove
for its claims in Anatolia, and especially for Smyrna.
The French and British heard them with considerable
sympathy. The American advisers refused to agree.
They saw that Anatolia as a whole needed Smyrna as
its window and door on to the world. Special com-